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DUTY CHANGES
1 AUGUST 2023

This year will see the biggest reform of alcohol duties for more than 140 years. The 
government will introduce a new, simplified alcohol duty system based on the principle 

of taxing alcoholic drinks by their alcohol content (ABV).

 These reforms are the result of the Alcohol Duty Review, which follows a commitment 
by the Chancellor in the 2021 Autumn Budget to simplify the alcohol duty system.  The 
new legislation will create standardised alcohol duty bands across all types of alcoholic 
products, with all tax rates calculated based on the litres of pure alcohol in the product.

To support innovation and responsible drinking, low strength drinks below 3.5% ABV 
will be charged at a new lower rate of duty.

In addition, the government is introducing new reliefs to support businesses. These will 
include a Draught Relief, which is a lower rate of duty. It will apply to alcoholic products 

under 8.5% ABV.

These reforms will impact individuals and businesses involved in the manufacture, 
distribution, holding, sale and consumption of alcoholic products across the UK.

We will be forwarding an email with values of either increases or decreases in the next 
few weeks. If you are not already registered for newsletter updates please go to our 

website and subscribe.

All duty changes will be applied from 1 August.

30




